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Introduced' by Heavey
72-664

SUBSTITUTE ORDINANCE NO~ 15()5

AN ORDINANCE relating to functions of the
King County Auditor, auth6rizing the County
Auditor to administer oaths, providing for
the examination and inspection of County
records, files, reports by the County Auditor
and establishing a penalty for default or for
g i v i n g f a i see v ide nee w h i l:e un d e r 0 a t h ;
repealing Ordinance 394, Section 4, and King
Coun ty Code 2.20.040 and add ing new see tions.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING

COUNTY:

SECTION I. Ordinance 394, Section 4, and K.C.C.

2.20.040 are hereby repealed and the f6 i lowing substituted:

Scope of authority. The county auditor shall perform

the following functions and be charged with the following

respons ibi i i ties for the Counc i I. Council review and control

of cøunty administration consists of all methods and procedures

used by that legislative body to secure faithful, efficient,

and effective administration of county programs. The following

summary of objectives shall be the audlt functions:

(l) To determine the extent to, which legislative
policies are being faithfully~ efficiently, and effectively

implemented by administrative official~. From this oversight

,proces s, there may be deve loped informa tion nec e s sary for the

Council to take corrective action with respect to administration

or to revise legislative policies if they are found to be

inappropr ia te or inadequate;

( 2 ) To determine whether county programs are

achieving their desireè objectives. :~is s~ep ~ay prov~¿e

information on the need for changing, deleting, or modifying

programs or program el emen t s through add i tiona I I egi slat ion;

( 3 ) To review both the administrative control and

execut ive cont,ro i sy st ems as e s tabl i s ~e d by the agenc y or

department heads and b~ the county executive respectively, -and

to determine that such con~rol systems are adequate and
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1 effective in accomplishing their objectives. Through the

2 review of the control systems the council will be better able

3 to judge whether an agency is organiz~d and administered in

4 such a way as to be able to competently carry out its

5 responsibili ty;
6 (4 ) To hold accountable county officials in their use

7 of public funds and other resources at their disposal. This

8 inc 1 ude s examination of f inanc ial sta temen ts and the legal i ty

9 and prudence of expendi tures; the e ff ic ien t use of all
10 resources including the elimination of wasteful practices;
11 and the satisfactory implementation of programs.

12 ( 5) To investigate whether or not laws are being

13 administered in the pUblic interest, to determine if there

14 have been abuses of discretion, arbitrary actions, or errors

15 of judgment; and to encourage diligence on the part of

16 administrative officials;

17 (6 ) To submit reports to the council resulting from

18 periodical post audits of each department or account. The

19 Auditor shall have access to the books and accounts of all

20 county departments, officials or employees charged with the

21 receipt, custody or safekeeping of public funds;

22 (7 ) To give information to thè county council whenever

23 required upon any subj ect relating to, the financial affairs

24 of the coun ty;

25
(8 ) To make periodic reports to the council which

26 shall include and not be limited to the following:

27
(a) To determine whether departments, officials and

28 employees, in making expenditures, have complied with the

29 wi 1 1 0 f the c 0 un c i l, s tat e 1 a w s, and the S tat e Con s tit u t 10 n ,
30 (b) To give information of proposals as he deems

31 expedient in support of the county's bredit, as well as make

32
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recommendation for lessening expendi tures, for promoting

frugality and economy in county affairs and for an improved

level of fiscal management,

(c) To report matters concerning the effectiveness

and efficiency of the programs and operation of the county,

(d) T~ be empowe~ed to take except~on to improper

specific expenditures incurred by any department 0 r person,

(e) To promptly report any iriegularities to the

county council.

(9) To examine and inspect all books, records, files,

papers, documents and information stored on computer records

relating to aii financial affairs of every office and department

political subdivision and organization which receive

appropriations from the County. The Auditor, subject to Council

approval, may require any person to appear before him at any

time when given proper notification to produce any accounts,

books, records, files and papers but nqt including personal

papers in the possession or control of such person as shall

appear to be unnecessary for the purpose of the examination

and not k e p t a s a pa r t 0 f his pub 1 i c res p 0 n sib i lit i e s . I f

such person fa~l s to produce the afore~entioned pépers, then

the Audi tor, subj ect to Counc il approval, may cause a search
to be made and exhibits to be taken from any book, paper or

record in the custody of any such person or public official

without paying any fee except for reproduction costs; and

every offlce having the custody of such books, records, files,

papers and documents shall make a search and forward such

exhibits as heretofore requested.
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1 SECTION 2. NEW SECTION. The Auditor may admlnistar

2 oaths to persons summoned to appear before him and may question

3

4

such persons, under oath, concerning receipts and expenditures

of monies and concerning all other things and matters necessary

5

6

for the due execution of the duties vested in him by this

chapter.
7 SECTION 3. NEW SECTION. No,twithstanding the existence

or use of any other remedy the County Audi tor may seek regular

or equitable relief to enjoin any acts or practices and abate

any conditions which constitute or wiii constitute a violation

of this code or other regulations herein adopted.

SECTION 4. NEW SECTION. The AUditor, with consultation

of the Council, may employ staff assistants, clerical personnel

or use services of public accounting firms or consultants as

may be necessary for conduct of his office.

INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this .:9a.

day Of~(/ ,
PASSED this ~~ , 1973.

, 1 97 3.

day of ¿/i~
KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

ATTEST:

r tß7~
Chairman

J~" ~. æ~~1V
D uty~:in~ator-Clerk

King County Council

APPROVED this day of , 1973.
"E~'.'r.:) EN/\CTED WITHOUT
Cû~;-H ( EXECUTIVE'S SIGNATURE.

DATED: :3/? / -7 -3
King Coun ty Execu ti ve
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